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THE GATE OF LIFE. 



POBTIA ^ 

Y Christians. 

PfiOBUS j 



Chief Pbiest of Jupxteb. 

BoMANg. 

Ghbistians. 



Scene I. — The Temple of the Sun. 
Scene II.— The Pbison. 
Scene III. — The Abena. 



BOME IN THE ThIBD GeNTUBT. 



PART I. 

{Dedication of the Temple of the Sun.) 



Bomans. 
Awake, awake, majestic Borne I 
Awake, the laughing beams of mom 
Thy peerless palaces adorn. 
And light with glances bright and free 
On Tiber winding to the sea. 

This day proud Bome with joy shall ring, 
And eager crowds their homage bring ; 
For lo I the builder's work is done, 
Behold the Temple of the Sun ! 
Its noble columns, gleaming white. 
Are glorious in the morning light ; 
The great Aurelian*s gift bdiold, 
In marble pomp and shining gold I 

The gods we serve our lives shall crown 
With love, and mirth, and war's renown 1 
Bejoice, the builder's work is done I 
Behold the Temple of the Sun I 

Chief Priest. 

Be silent all ! This Temple beautifal. 
The noble gift of Bome's great Emperor, 
Is reared for homage to the mighty gods 
Who gave to Bome her glory. We await 
Aurelian's presence at its dedication. 

Hark I 'tis the tread of legions — ^hear the blare 
Of loud and stirring trumpets 1 lo 1 he comes I 
In splendid state the mighty CsBsar comes, 
With captive kings, and gold, and Orient gems ! 
To dedicate his Temple of the Sun, 
Dread Caesar comes ! the great Aurelian comes ! 



Boma/ns. 
Dread Cesar comes 1 the great Aurelian comes ! 
Haill CsBsar, hail ! hail ! great Aurelian, hail ! 

Chief Priest. 
At this our beauteous Temple's dedication, 

Our willing hands we raise ; 
And to the gods we offer rich oblation, 

In sacrifice and praise. 

Bomans. 
At this our beauteous Temple's dedication, &c. 

Chief Priest. 

Great Jupiter 1 Supreme in power and splen- 
dour! 

We at thy altar faU I 
Be as of old, our ever strong defender, 
When on thy name we call 1 

Bomans. 

Oreat Jupiter ! Supreme in power and splen- 
dour, &e. 

Chief Priest. 

Thou mightv one who speakest in the thunders, 

near us when we cry ! 
Thou chief of gods who workest mighty 
wonders, 

hear us when we cry 1 

Bomans. 
Thou mighty one who speakest in the thunders. 

The Voice of Portia. 

God is but One ! Eternal, immortal, invisible ! 
Thy gods, Bome, are false t God is but One! 
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Chief Priest 

Who dares to thus blaspheme the gods of 

Rome ? 
Away with them, for they shall surely die ! 

Homans, 

Away with them, for they shall surely die ! 
Bee I see 1 the heavens grow dark I it is the 

frown 
Of angered gods I Death to the Nazarenes ! 
The lightnings leap ! spare us, great Jupiter I 
The thimders roll, the altar fires are quenched! 
Death to the Nazarenes 1 

Prohus, 

voice belovM, pure as angel tone, 

Thy word is truth, thy message all divine ; 
The God of Jesus, He is God alone — 

8o let thy faith and let thy fate be mine. 
voice beloved, speak yet once again — 

From thy pure soul I catch the sacred flame — 
Thy faith be mine, whatever may be the pain I 

Thy faith be mine, e'en to a death of shame I 
Thy gods, Borne, are false ! God is but One ! 



Bovians. 

Death to the Nazarenes ! away with them I 
The Christians to the lions ! death to them I 
The Christians to the hons 1 they deny 
And mock the gods of Borne 1 Away with 
them! 



PART II. 

{The Prison. Midnight.) 



HYMN OF THE CHRISTIANS. 

Weary pilgrims, know no fear. 
Though by cruel wrong oppressed ; 

God will dry your every tear. 
He will guide you to your rest. 

Who are these whose garments white 
Bealms of deathless love adorn ? 

These are they from sorrow's night, 
Souls by pain and anguish torn. 

Thus may we find sweet release. 
When from all our troubles free, 

In that radiant home of peace. 
We shaJl dwell, dear Lord, with Thee. 

Amen. 



Portia. 

'Tis midnight, and the stars, like angel eyes, 
Gaze on Imperial Bome. A gentle peace 
Breathes from the tranquil depths of silent 

night ; 
All, all is hushed, save the slow, measured tread 
Of lonely sentinel, or, faint and far, 
The trumpet of the watch ; and, fitfully, 
Through massive walls, the deep and muffled 

tones 
Of famished lions, indistinct yet dread. 
Like thunder rolling on the distant hills. 



Probus. 

Death's night is dark, but heaven's fair mom 

is near ! 
Hast thou a fear, my beloved ? 

Portia and Prohus. 

1 hear the voice of Jesus sweetly calling, 
In holy tones, through all the ages blest, — 

** Be not afraid, for I am with you ever, 
Be not afraid, for I will give you rest." 

Where is thy sting, death ! where, grave, thy 
triumph 1 

Soon shall we lay our heavy crosses down, 
And in our home of never fading glory 

Beceive the prize of an immortal crown I 

At death's dark portal undismayed. 
With eye of faith I pierce the shade. 
Assured that Jesus waits me there. 
With welcome to His mansions fair ; 
O'erjoyed that I should worthy be 
To die for Him who died for me. 

A warrior spent with wounds and strife, 
I come to death, the Gate of Life ; 
This side is dark, but why despond 
When heaven's own glory glows beyond 1 
And hark I my spirit seems to hear 
The Angel voices soft and clear I — 



CHOBUS. 

At death's dark portal undismayed. 
With eye of faith ye pierce the shade, 
Assured that Jesus waiteth there for you. 

Ye warriors spent with wounds and strife, 
Nor come to death, the Gate of Life ; 
This side is dark, but why despond I 
Ye hear the Angel voices soft and clear ! 
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PART III. 

{The Arena.) 



Chief Priest 

Within the vast arena, tier on tier, 

The countless thousands wait. Their voices 

come 
Like the lond murmur of the restless sea 
Upon a heaten strand. Look down, ye gods I 
Look down, and from your solemn heights 

approve I 
Hark, 'tis the trumpets ! Great Aurelian comes I 
With haughty stride he passes to his place. 
While the huge walls with boist*rous welcomes 

ring. 

Romans and Chief Priest. 

Hail 1 mighty Conqueror I all hail I 
Hail 1 mighty Emperor I all hail I 
Thy victor sword hath spread afar. 
The glory of triumphant war 1 
And thou wilt deal swift death to those 
Who to thy country's gods are foes ! 

Probus. 

The hour is come ; now with un&ltering step 
We go to meet the Master ; let no eye 
Within the dreadful circle shrink with fear, 
But each to each breath courage and resolve. 
A hush faJls on the people : — let us raise 
The fearless hymn of those about to die ! 

CHOBUS (CHBI8TIANS). 

The Lord is on our side ! 

Why should we be afraid 1 
The lamps of heaven in beauty shine 

Across death's dreary shade. 

The Lord is on our side I 

And from the distant skies 
We catch e*en now the deathless strains 

Of Angel harmonies. 

The Lord has called us home 

To His own mansions fair, 
He holds to us His loving arms, 

And bids us welcome there. 



Portia. 

Goi is but One ! Eternal, immortal, invisible ! 
Thy gods, Bome, are false 1 God is but 
Onel 

Bomans, 

Death to the Nazarenes 1 lo ! they blaspheme 
Our sacred gods ! Death to the Nazarenes ! 

Portia and Probus. 

Forsake your gods, Bomans ! turn to Him 
Who on His throne eternal lives and reigns ! 
He will forgive your sins through His dear 

Son, 
And make you living temples of His praise. 



Bomans. 

Death to the Nazarenes I blasphemers, die I 
Hark 1 'tis the angry roar of the avengers ! 
See 1 see 1 they come ! the desert lions come ! 
With lightning leap they bound across the 

sand ! 
Death to the Nazarenes 1 Thus perish all 
Who dare defy the deities of Bome ! 



CHOBUS. 

The fight is over and the victory won I 

The dark wing'd angel brings a kind release ; 
They hear the words, " faithful souls, well 
donel 
Your loved ones wait you in your home of 
peace." 



Fling wide the golden gates 1 Let glory stream 
Afar into the night ! Ye choiring hosts, 
Whose wings make paths of light among the 

stars, 
Strike your loud harps 1 Let Heaven's vast 

arches ring 
With angel welcomes to the martyr band I 

Glory to Him who sits upon the throne 
And lives and reigns, world without end. 

Amen. 

Shapcott Wbnslby. 
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PAKT I.— DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN. 
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Chorus (Romans). 



*x=^ 
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/a_ 



Hail! Oae sar, haill 



hfT^^ 
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Hail ! Oae - sar, hail ! 



hr^ 



P 



JJ_2 ^ 



^=f 



Hail I Cse - sar, hail ! 

-^1 



^^r — r-^ 



:?a:^ 



Hail ! Cae - f;ar, hail 

diae^ftoso. 




jff^atempo. 









i 



II , r^ 



t==t 



HaU! 



Cse - sar, bail ! 



-^~s_ 
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Hail ! Cae - sar, hail ! 



:jc 



Hail! 
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Gse - sar, liail I 



0' 



rjT- 



Hail! 



C» - sar, hail 1 
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Andante. 
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Hail ! great Au-re - lian, hail! 



^s=fc: 



ij^ 
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h J J # r =^ 



i 



i 



Hail! great Au-re - lian, hail! 

A ^ A A ^5 



*. gf ff 



i^ 



& 



I 



^ 



Hail ! great Au-re - lian, hail I 

A *A A /T\' 



:i^=!^ 



:£ 



-O. 



m 



i 



Hail! great Au-re -lian, hail! 




Wf^^ 
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=-1^ 






g 



Tem-ple'8. de-di - ca - tion, 
f5t 



Our will-ing hands we raise; 



And to the gods . 

■t.-ti 




^ 



3&E 



^ 



^^ 



^ 



^rr- c f ii'r. 



r r.rrf- i r 



a t empo. 



. we o£-ferrich ob - la- tion, 



In sa-cri-fice and praise. 
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At this our beautequsTem-ple'a de - di - ca - tion, Our willinj^handawe nuae, — 



m 
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-J w ^ * 1 1 r ** J I H -g \ m » * * J I fJ.— 

At this our beauteqnsTem-ple'g de-oi -ca - tioD, Our willingbandB we raise, — 



i 



y^ 



n 



=pi^=s 



teqn 



e 



=¥=« 



At this our beaateousTem-ple's de-oi -ca - tion, Our willing hands we raise, — 
^ ii # .r- # . . m— , _ 



as 



^=ii==^ 



: yii f 



Li F 



g^ g gir 



:?2= 



=;^^=^ 



At this our beauteous Tem-ple*s de-di • ca - tion, 






Our willing hands we raise,- 



Hi ^ u^f^iuhHU-um 



^*a f j rj i f r f| 



&S 



3*: 



=?=^ 



J J * * ^ ^^ 



a 



SI 



i!S=fC 



T'iJ^ M 



:?^ 



« 



jnJik. [• «r j^^'^l 



3=F 



^E 



^ 



i 



*a And to the gods . . we of - fer rich ob • la - tion, 



In 



sa - cri- fice and 



j.jiJjj';j.;iJ',a ^ 



m 



i 



1^ 



& 



And to the gods . .^ we of -fer rich ob - la - tion. 



=1^=5^ 



In 



sa - cri- fice and 



^ 



<■ j'l • J 



=F^=l? 



^ 



And 



to the gods . . we of -fer rich ob - la • tion, 



In 



sa - cri- fice and 




i 



U. 



And to the gods . . we of -fer rich ob - la - tion. 



In sa - cri- fico and 



m 



ij.irj i iU;.J^ i ;;»»4Wi^^ ^ 



**** 



^# 



rrH^ffM^ 
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]fc=:: 



^^^^i}^'^ ^ ' ^ 4 



CJ LT 



^fr 



OUIEV P&IBST. 1 



^ 



^ 



i^ ti* 
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3Z= 
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Efe 
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Qreat Ju - pi - ter ! Sn- preme in pow'r and spkn-dour ! 
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praue. 



-^^^ 




^m 



praise. 



^S 



praise. 



praise. 



i^^lfrfff^ 
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f— ^rf-ffe SEg^^ 



onr ey-er strong de 




' ii''^'i SiBl 






^ 



ten. 



^^ 



fMM^J^^ 



V > t a- 



fend - er, When on thy name ve call I 




A JL weat J u- pi- ter ! Sn- preme m powf 



Great Ju- pi- ter! Sn- preme in power and splen-dour ! We at thy al- tar fall! 



* 



^ 



:C=f? 



^ 



m 



Great Ja- pi- ter ISa- preme in power and splen-donr ! We at thy al;^tar fall ! 






Great Ja- pi- ter ! Sn- preme in power and splen-donr 1 



fe=^ijg 



Great Ju- pi- ter ! Sn- preme in power and splen-dour! We at 



We at thy al- tor fall ! 



^£ 



Great Ju- pi- ter! 



Sn- preme in power and splen-dour I We at thy al- tar fall! 






r^^ 



r LTU- ' I' 



i? 



p 



Ife 



"T. f' ,. ^ 



m 



?cz: 



^ 



tt 
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^ 



Be 



as of old. 



/>-?;. ;' ^J■ 



our ev - er strong de - fend - er, 



When on thy name we 



^^ 



^ 



^ 



=t 
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^ 



Be 



as of old, 



^^ 



oar ev - er strong de - fend - er, 



When on thy name we 



s 



m 



:p:z: 



zee 



Be 



^E 



as of old, 

^ 



^1 



our ev - er strong de - fend - er, 



^m 



When on thy name we 



i/ U y 
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as of old. 



our ev -er strong de- fend - er. 



When on thy name we 
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Thou iiiight-y one . . who speakest in the 



i 



^ 



^^^=^ 



call! 



call ! 
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call ! 
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call! 
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thun - ders, hear us when we cry ! 




Thou chief of gods , 



Ipi 
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Thb Voice of Portia (/teoni in the distance). 
15 Andante, 
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Ckxl is but one I S • ter - nal, im - mor - tal, in 
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^ 



hear tu when we cnr 1 

yA A A ? . /7N '' 
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-p — - 



hear us when we 
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I r - 



hear us when we 
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O hear us when we 
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ciy! I 
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vi - si-ble! ThygodsjO Rome, are false ! God is but one I God is but 
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I^Mte rtr=f8n |n¥.- inTj Hi'f^4^ B 



CTM. 



H^ 



Jo, 



f rit. 



if l aia/'fi 



' V V V 
3 \1/ 



16 AUfgra, 
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one! 



^ 



Chief Friisst. /' 



g-SX— g- 



^ ^ 



t^ I I 



^^ AlUgro, ^ = 11^ 



^ 




Who dares to thus blaspheme the gods of 





irz 



IZ3 



?2= 






^ 



1^ 
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^ 



:S^ 



i^^fi'P c r 



J£ 
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Romel 
Oborvs (Romans). 



A - way 



with them, 



for they shall sure 



$ 



$ 



-M* 



-*H r- r ^ 



A - w»7, 



PP 



w 



^ 



<1 



^ 



A - way, 



W to W-+^ - 
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rrfTitt^^r n 






fjiji^?{ri 



Vf-^ 



3^E' 
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A - way, 
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!> r M^'^ 



H;=(sq 



a • way with them, for they shall 



m 



a - way with them, for they shall 



itzzi: 



A -way, 



N . N fc 






s 



jr rJ 



A ' way with them, for they shall sure-ly die! 



A- way with them, for they shall sure - ly diel 
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ens. 




^. ^^H m^"" 



' t?*?^ 



=ft=t 



^ ^ ^ ^ 
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^ 
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?=#= 



• f J 



^ ^ 



sure - ly die ! 



a- way with them,for they shall die! See, seetthehea - veusgrow 
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Ki^ ft 



=^=(5:;HI5 
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h ^ ^ h 



fsziJsi 



ijsirjs: 
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a- way withthem,for they shall die! See, 8ee!thehea - vens grow 



sure - ly die ! 



pfj.^!. J-fg 
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-t- 



m 



-K-K 



J- J ;' ; 



9J 



rf ♦ a rj : 



way with them, for they shall sure - ly die ! 



^$ 



See, see ! the hea - Yens grow 
PP 



9 



g r eg 



:i-r^ P p p 



"■^ gH- 



way with them, for they shall sure • ly die 1 

.:& -^- -^- P 



See, see ! the hea - vens grow 
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itp:: 



/ / 



it=t= 



dark ! . . it is the frown Of an - gered gods ! 
cres, 



m 



F?^ 



=5^ 



=^ 



dark 1 



$ 



it is the frown 



Of an - gered gods I 



TTTf 



s^ 



np-TTi 



?^g 



=i / > 'y Pi/- 



dark! 



it is the frown Of an - gered gods ! 



Death to the Na zarenes ! 
eres. 



^ 






^ # 



- '• / » ^ > 



-v'-r 



V k k g -P^ 



dark! 




2EE 



. it is the frown Of an • gered gods I 



EZI 



ifcn 



Death to the Na-zarenes ! 
^_8ra 

17 , r-1^ 



^"^^?=giT^ 
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|ii|3-i| S# i-i# 3# ii#ijr«*** **■ 



m 



-1 ^ >^ 
F * ^ H 



3E 



f-f-*.-n- 



II - / > y • — 

Death to Me Na - za-reues ! 



Death to tlie ifa- 



^ > ^ 






r 



S Vj 



* ' m — #1 



Death to the Na - za-renes ! 



^ 



g > g g g F 

i '> ly U irf 1/ 



Death to the Na • za-renes 
ent. 



i 



^i^ 



^ 



Death to the Ka - za-renes ! 



mk 



f g g f f ^ 



g 



8tti 



^ 



i> ^ ftf 



Death to the Na - zarenes ! 

8W - 



M=M-y^F=P 



£=fe 



The 



=S=K 



r 



i 




z£: 




«: 



i 



=^ 



^ 






^ 



i > L ^ tf- 



I 



The lightnings leap 1 
crc». 



N N 



-Ern^ j- 



^ 



the lightnings leap ! 

V 



^^ 



spare us, great 
cre«. 



^ 



^ 



The lightnings leap I 



the lightnings leap ! 



i 



^ 



^ 



cre«. 



spare ns, great 



S 



^^ 



=^=g= 



v \' ^ g 



lightnings leap I 



the lightnings leap ! 

• , ^ • P P 



spare ns, great Jn - pi- ter ! 

P • 



ip: 



^^ 



S2iz 



=U=P=t= 



1 >!-^ p 



:Jz=U= 



lightnings leap ! 
8tw- 



the lightnings leap ! 



spare us, great Ju • pi- ter ! 




T \J'^ L - T^ ^ ^k^ 



i 



T 
cre9. 



tt=t 
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Ja - pi • ter, spare ns, great Ju • pi -ter ! 



The thunders roll, 



the 



=fe=fe 



fr-^ 



m 



^ 



* m m 



=^ 



3^ 



P 



Ja - pi - ter, spare us, great Ju - pi • ter I 



jTT^' r.l*Nnf 



le thun-ders roU, 



the 



^4^k - -^ 



spare us, great Ju • pi > ter ! 



dac 



-» — *. 



The thun-ders roll, the al - tar fires are quenched ! 



^ 



>= 



M- 



=S=t 



^^ 



=»= 



spare us, great Ju - pi • ter ! The thun-ders niU, the al - tar fins are quenehed I 




al - tar fires are quenched 



le thun-ders roll, the al - tar fires are quenched ! Death, 



?^=iH^ 



iic 



m 



^^ 



^m 



^ ^ r* g 



rt 



42=tZ= 



al - tar fires are quenched I 
cres. ^ 



the thun-ders roll, the al - tar fires are quenched 1 Death, 



-CL. 



12P= 



r^ 



3^ 



C I '^ C 1 ^ g 



3t=:pc: 



m 



the thun-ders roll, 
cret. 



the al - tar fires are quenched ! 



Death to the Ka-za-renes, 




death to the Na-za-renes! death, death, 



death, death to the Na • za-renes ! 



i 



^ 



Js=t: 



^ 



W w 



■ » « 



e 



1 > n r .7tf" n 



totiTe 



JeNa 



death 



i 



d* 



Ka - za-renes I death, death, 
cres. 



death, death to the Ka- za-renes! 



ip= 



1^^^ 



^ 



^ 



r Z 1 1^ H r 



3E=3E: 



t/ ;/ 1/ 



1/ "1 ^ *i r 1?^ t E 



=Jz=t 



death, death. 



death. 



^ 



death to the Na - za-renes I 
crtB. 



^ 



^^^ 



death, death, 



death! 



e£ 



^ 



^^^=F 



^^^q= 



death, death. 



death, death to the Na-za-renes ! death, death, 



death! 
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=8=^ 
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@ 
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pi • ter I 

|N I 
m cJ 

pi - ter ! 



:j£ 



m 



itszfszfc 



Death to the 



1 



tf i r j 



- ^ m ^ 



Spare us, great 



pi- ter 



Death to the Ka 




i 



Death to the Na • zarenes ! death, 



It 



=bE=^ 



death! 



Spare us, great Ju 



pi - ter 1 



^ 



::|si=» 



^ 



^ 



I* «^ - ^ 



Na - 



renes ! death, death ! 



Spare us, great Ju 



pi- ter! 



^ 



^ 



^^'^ 



^ 



^^ 



za - renes ! death, 

-^ ^e^ 



death! 



Spare us, great Ju ^ - pi - ter I 



i 



renes ! death, death, 

8m- 



death! 



Spare us, great Ju 



pi - ter! 




^ 



Death to the Na- za-renes ! death, death I 
» -COM „ .-vKt 



J J J =^ 



^1^ 



^ 



IC 



Death to the Na 



za - renes! death, death! 



m 



::jEts 



t « * ^r 



///, 



l2i 



^ 



r ^ *i i ^ :^^^^^ 



Deathtothe Na 

— , 12^ 



renes I doatli, 



death! 



m 



^FF 



"P ^ * 



1 r 



to th( 



Death 



le Na - za renes ! deatli, death, death ! i 
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i^ 



^^ 



r 



g P P ^ 



=^=^ 



p 



:i2=t 






fe" ^ 



voice 



be - loY-ed,purea8 an-j^eltoue, Thy word is 



±PE 



& 



a 



?3: 



V -L 



te 



mo^to rii. - 



PPP tremolo. 



^ 



r 1-^ n 



r - 



Si 



i 



^ 



j' J J- J' J' I f 



V==M2 



P P c 



truth, thy mes-aage all di • Tine, 



^^^ 




4T' ff nr^ ^ 



t \ i'h.'.T \.\ 



^ 



faith, and let thy fate be 



mine ! . , O Toieebe - lov -ed,speakyet ouoe a • 




ro^ 
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i 



^ 



m 



d. m * 



=ts:^ 



?f=?5 



-g?r 



^ 



^ 



-<^- 



J*- 



mine, whatever may be the pain ! 



\> T! It i ; 



^m 



. Thy faith be mine, e'en to a 



^ 



^ 



=S=?»k: 



1^ 



J- 



F^i^M ^. 



^ 



r^j 



^ 



^ 



^ 



F 



rf^ 



J- 



.3^2. 






p g- 



s 



-#■ - . 9 






\i V ^ 



death of shame t Thy gods, Rome. 



are false I Qod is but one! God is hut 




21 •P*'^ moMo. 



i 



b*^ 






i 



ir^ 



one! 
Chorus (Romans). 



s 5 g g r. 1 f/ ^ 



^ 



j^ ^ g g g g 



v^— P-^- 



Death to the Ka - za-renes I death, death I 



To the li - oiis I The Christians to the 



i 



te 



,N |g te ft » 



p m m— w 



i ^^ 



? 



"1 d 



1 d d^ d^ d 



^g-P-> 



y > ^ 



Death to the Na- za-renes 1 death, death! 
/ 



To the li - ons ! Tlie Christians to the 



"b f > * [ > s s ^ ^ \ ji *i[^ "1 — y- 



^ 



=P=:: 



4»: 



Death to the Na 



zarenes ! death, death ! 



To the li • ana ! The Cliristians to the 



gee 



5 S g g 



» .^. p 



^ 



tf i< ^ ' rf b ' H > ^ 



-g ^ P 



Death to the Na-ca-renesl death, deatiil 
21 P&mo$fo. « = 66. 
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^ 



^^ 
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M ^ m z^ 



-t?irig-?-i^ 
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feW5= 



^SBS 



• y 



Efc 



li - ons ! Away with tlieiii, a - way! 



they deny And mock thegods of Rome, they deny and 



i 



' g i ^— ■ :* m — ^ ^^ — mr- 



-^ s 



^^ 



:ft=«K: 



mzzac 



-^ > [a 



m m m- 



- w^ 



S 
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EXTRACT FROM EDITORS' PREFACE. 

The inconvenience and costliness of the number of separate Books usually requisite for the members 
of a Choir, in the performance of an ordinary Choral Service, have long pointed to the desirableness of a 
manual which should, as far as possible, unite under one cover all that is necessary for the choral rendering 
of, at least, those portions of the Church's Services which are less liable to variation. 
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